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Wason Selection Task

Should turn over E and 7
e E could confirm the hypothesis
e 7 could disprove hypothesis

e the other cards have nothing to do with the hypothesis

P Q|P—-Q|PVQ

r T T T P = vowel @ = -even number
rr F F P = consonant —@ = odd number
F T T T N N

F F T T

Experimental Findings

5 (3.9%) chose E and 7
e Results of 1970s study with 128 people: < 59 (46.1%) chose E or 7
42 (32.8%) chose E alone

e people do better with concrete examples when the hypothesis is about related things

— E.g. if the letter is sealed then it has a 43-cent stamp on it
— Not: if I eat haddock then I drink gin

e examples and explanation from Eysenck and Keane [2]
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