Request for Proposals
Project 4:  A Faculty of Computer Science reading list.

Background

We want to provide a platform where users can browse through book suggestions that have been submitted by peers. The idea of maintaining a reading list available to all FCS members has received a positive support by the Faculty of Computer Science (FCS) community. Because people know each other, and because there is no commercial interests involved, a community reading list has more value to a user than browsing the site of an online retailer.
A prototype is available here:

http://vibrio.cs.dal.ca/readinglist/ 
Usage

User’s perspective

Since most people interested in books are readers, it is reasonable to assume that most users will also be interested in contributing to the site. Each suggestion should consist of enough pertinent information so that a user can quickly evaluate an entry. Because the list is based on a physical community (the Faculty), knowing who suggested a book is an important piece of information to provide, for example. 

The community aspect of this project is most important. Users should be able to submit new entries, comment on existing one or maybe simply rate what they have already read. This transition between a contributor and a user should be seamless. The site should also be fun to browse.
Administrator’s perspective

Because this list will be maintained by very busy people, and no assumption can be made about the maintainer’s technical skill level, the tools for the administration of this site must be carefully designed. Maintenance and other administrative tasks should be kept to a minimum, be well documented and available through clear interfaces. Manual editing as part of the regular workflow of a submission isn’t acceptable, although review by a moderator of each new contribution should be possible.

The system should be deployable on any machine running an apache web server. It is desirable to have few external software dependencies.  It is reasonable to assume the presence of standards tools such as PHP, MySQL, PERL, and Python. Installation, backup and removal tools should be provided. 
Considerations

Here is a hodgepodge of considerations that the client believes to be important:
1. It is a Dalhousie website and therefore must comply, to a certain extent, with Dalhousie’s branding guidelines, at least as far as the colours are concerned.
2. Spam is a major concern for website allowing user contribution. You should explore possible solution to minimizing spam while considering the usability of the site for the legitimate user.

3. The software should use open software solutions and the project itself should be open source. It may build upon existing solutions or be built “from scratch”.

4. The data, the look and feel and the site’s structure should be kept separate as much as possible. 
5. No assumption should be made about the technical skills of a user contributing to the site. Technology has to bend to the users, not the other way around.
