Request for Proposals
Project 3:  An integrated assignment management system.

Background

In the context of the Bachelor of Informatics, we have a need to collect assignments, internally distribute them for marking, and collect the grades at the end of the cycle. To date this job had been performed by NCA, written by Dr. Grundke. However, the teaching team feels that there is a need for a new system which is specifically tailored to the INFX program.  
Usage

Students
The students will use this system to submit assignments and retrieve their grades. Any other sub-processing has to be transparent to this type of user.
Students should not struggle with the details and simply submit their work in the most straightforward manner.

Instructors
Instructors are expected to get notified when the assignments are available for marking, easily retrieve electronic and/or hard copies, and submit the grades, all using consistent interfaces. Regular notifications are usually good to remind instructors of the various deadlines to meet.
No assumption can be made on instructors’ technical skills. This is so because the program includes many guest speakers who must be able to use the system without the need for training or special assistance. 
Program Coordinator

The program coordinator’s main task so far has been to notify instructors, distribute the assignments, collect the marked items as well as compile the grades. In order for this to happen in due course, the program coordinator must ensure that all instructors meet their deadlines. All of these tasks can be automated. This project mainly aims at achieving this goal.

The technical skill level of the program coordinator can be assumed to be suitable. However, administration of the system should be as simple as possible.
Considerations

Here is a hodgepodge of considerations that the client believes to be important:
1. Security is a major issue with this system. The project leader must demonstrate that the system is secure from deliberate and accidental access to private information. 
2. Some instructors insist in marking on hard copies. It should be easy for such instructors to send all requested documents to a network printer using a single command. Delivering the docs isn’t the responsibility of the software (Phew!).

