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ABSTRACT


This paper specifies the format for the term paper required for ECMM6010 in the Fall 2003. The abstract should contain useful information; after reading the abstract one should have a good idea what the paper is about. The abstract should also highlight a summary of the conclusions the paper makes. The word limit for the abstract is 150 words.  


KEYWORDS


Please provide up to 6 keywords that characterize the topic





1. INTRODUCTION


A common form of scientific communication is the publication of papers in conference proceedings and scientific journals. Such papers usually have specific requirements regarding their format. This paper outlines the format requirements for the term paper for course ECMM6010 due in the fall semester of 2003. Your paper has to conform to these guidelines. This also provides you with a template to use when writing your paper. 


2. GENERAL FORMAT 


This section specifies the general formatting information.


2.1. Page limit and layout


The page limit for the paper is 4 pages in double column format with at least a 1-inch margin around the borders. All text should be justified. 


2.2. Fonts


The main text should be typed in Times Roman font of at least 10pt. Headings should use Helvetica fonts of at least 9pt. First level heading should be in UPPER CASE, while only the first character should be capitalized in second level headings. The sections should be numbered appropriately, except the abstract and reference sections, which should have no numbers. The paper title should be centered and in 18pt Helvetica style.


2.3 Figures and Tables captions


Figures and tables captions should be centered. References for the source of the figure have to be included. 


2.4 References


References have to be numbered in the order of citation in the text and comply with the IEEE reference style [1]. 


3. CONTENT OF PAPER


This section specifies how the content of the paper should be organized and gives some tips regarding good presentations. 


3.1. Mandatory sections and components


The paper has to include a title, author information, an abstract, keywords, and a reference section. 


3.2 Introduction


The main body of the text should start with an introduction. The purpose of the introduction is to state clearly the goal of this paper and to provide any necessary background information that the reader has to know in order to follow the paper. For example, a scientific paper would outline the research question and previous research on which this work is based. It would then state specific additions reported in this paper. If you review some technology you can use this section to outline clearly where this technology belongs in the larger scheme of electronic commerce technologies. A good phrase to keep in mind is “Here we show …”.


3.3 Main presentation of the paper issues


The following sections should present the issues of the paper in detail. It is important to keep this main presentation as objective as possible. 


Another very important point is to back any statement you make, either by a detailed explanation how you derived the statement or by referencing the source of the statement. When you adopt statements from other sources it is important to establish a certain degree of trust in those sources. Information from the web has typically very little weight as anyone can publish there. Peer reviewed material, such as major scientific journals and papers from major conferences, are much more valuable as they have been reviewed by specialists in the area. 


3.4 Conclusions and discussion


Try to separate the facts from discussions. You can include a separate section that is dedicated to discussions and conclusions that you derive from the facts mentioned in the paper. You should also include an outlook of direction that should be followed in future work or you can mention issues that have not been discussed in the paper but would be a logical direction for people that are more interested in this area. 


3.5. Figures and Tables


Figures and Tables can be very useful to convey information. Figures and Tables should have detailed captions, so that the figures and tables can be read without reading the whole text. Note that you have to acknowledge the sources of figures and tables (and you have to comply with copyright laws). 
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